Problems of Philosophy October 12, 2009

The Image of God

1 Hume’s Enquiry

“I shall venture to affirm, as a general proposition, which admits of no ex-
ception, that the knowledge of this relation [between cause and effect] is not,
in any instance, attained by reasonings a priori; but arises entirely from ex-
perience, when we find, that any particular objects are constantly conjoined

with each other. Let an object be presented to a man of ever so strong natural

reason and abilities; if that object be entirely new to him, he will not be able,
by the most accurate examination of its sensible qualities, to discover any

of its causes or effects. AbDaM, though his rational faculties be supposed, at

the very first, entirely perfect, could not have inferred from the fluidity, and

transparency of water that it would suffocate him.”"

2 Descartes’s Third Meditation

“the mere fact that God created me is a very strong basis for believing that I am
somehow made in his image and likeness, and that I perceive that likeness,
which includes the idea of God, by the same faculty which enables me to
perceive myself. That is, when I turn my mind’s eye upon myself,  understand
that I am a thing which is incomplete and dependent on another and which
aspires without limit to ever greater and better things; but I also understand
at the same time that he on whom I depend has within him all those greater
things, not just indefinitely and potentially but actually and infinitely, and
hence that he is God. The whole force of the argument lies in this: I recognize
that it would be impossible for me to exist with the kind of nature I have
— that is, having within me the idea of God — were it not the case that God
really existed.”?

; David Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding [1748] (Hackett, 1977), § IV, p. 17.
René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy [1641] (Cambridge University Press, 1996), p.35.
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64  MuanwasCreated

© we were taught without the help of a

Teacher.

Now it was Adam's happinefs in the

ftate of innocence to have thele clear and”

unfullied. He came inte the World a Phi.
lofopher, which fufficiently appeared by
his writing the Nature of things upon
their Names: he could view Effences in
themfelves, and read Forms without the
comment of their refpetive Properties :

he could fee Confequents yet dormant in -

their principles, and effeéts yer unborn

and in the Womb of their Caufes: his un.’
derftanding could almoft pierce into fu.

ture contingents; his conjectures impro-
ving even to Prophecy, or the certainties
of Prediction ; till his fall it was ignorant
of nothing but of Sin; or at leaft it refted
in the notion without the fmart of the
Experiment.  Could any difficulty have
been propofed, the refolution would have
been as carly as the propofal ; it could not
have had time to fetcle into Doubt. Like
a better Aichimedes, the iffue of all hiis En-

~ quiries

3 Robert South’s sermon on November 9, 16623

o
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iz God's Image. 65
uiries was an Wente, an wenee, the off

?pring’ of his Brain without the {weat of his
Brow. Study was not then a Duty, nigh-
warchings were needlefs; the ligh of
Reafon wanted not the affiftance of 2 Can:
dl¢. This is the doom of fallen man to
labour in the fire, to feck truth in profunda,
to exhauft his time and impair his healch,
and perhaps to fpin out his days, and
himfe]f into one pitifull , controverred
Coriclufion. There was then no poring;
no ftruggling with memory, no ftraining
for Invention. His faculties were quick and
expedite; they anfwered without knock-
ing, they were ready upon the firft fum-
mons, there was freedom, and firmnefsin_
all cheir Operations. I confefs 'tis difficult
for ys who dat¢ our ignoranice from our
firft Being, and were ftill bred up with
the {ame infirmities about us, with which
we were born, to taife our thoughts, and
imagination to thofe intellectual perfecti-
oris that attended our Natute in the titne
of Iniocenice; as itis for a Peafarit bied

F ap

* Robert South, Twelve sermons preached upon several occasions (London, 1692), pp. 64-7.
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66 Manwas, Created
up, in the obfcurities of a Cortage, to fan-
fic i his mind the unfeen fplendours of 2
Coutt. .. But by rating Pofitives by their
Privatives, and geher Arts of Reafon, by
which difcourfe fupplies the want of the
Reports of fenfe, we may collectthe Ex.
cellency. of the Underftanding then, by
the glorious remaipders of ic hé)_W} and
guefs at the ftatelingls of the building, by
the magnificence, pfits ruins. ~ All thofe
arts, rarities, and inventions, which vul.
gar 1}1ipd§ gaze at,. the ingenious Purfuc,
and all admire, are but che reliques of
an Intelle® defaced with Sin and Time,
We admire it now, only as Antiquaries
dog picce of old Coin, for the Stamp ic
once bore, and not for thofe va,nifhing 1.
neaments, .and difappearing draughts ,
that remain upon it at prefent. ~ And cer.
tainly, that muft .needs have been very
glorious, the decayes of which are {oad-
mirable. He that is comely, when old and
decrepit, furcly was very bc'a.'utifull; when
he was young.. An Ariftotle was but the
‘ X : ~ rubbith
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tubbifh of an ‘Adum, and Athens but the rur-
diments. of Paradife.. - .

2. The Image of God was o lefs re-
fplendent in that, which we call' man’s:
Prad&ical Underftanding; namely., that
ftore-houfe of the Soul, in which are
treafured up the rules of :Action,, 'and the
feeds of Morality. Where, we muft ob-
{erve, that many, whodeny all Connate
Notions in the Speculative Intelleét,dg yet
admit them in this,. Now of :this  fort
are thefe Maxims, That God is to: be wor-
Jhipped.. That Parents. areto be honoured.
That a ma's word is to be kept, and.the
like 5 which, being of univerfal influence;
as to the regnlation of the behaviour, and
converfe of mankind, are the ground of
all vertue,. and civility, and the founda-
tion of Religion. - . S
It ‘was the Privilege of Adam Inno:
cent, to have thefe Notions alfo firm and
untainted,: to carry his Monitor inthis.bo-
fom, his Lawin his heatt, and to.have
fuich a Gonfcience, as might be its own
F 2 Cafw-
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4 New York Times, October 2, 2005

As the debate over whether intelligent design should be taught in
schools continues, New Man, a Christian magazine for “men on a
mission,” makes the case for a literal Adam in its September/Octo-
ber issue. The article, “The Search for Adam,” says that while “many
people regard the story of Adam and Eve as a myth,” the scientific
evidence is mounting that Adam existed, and the article quotes various
creationists to support this case.

Fazale Rana, a biochemist and vice president of Reasons to Believe,
a creation science group:

“Adam would have been a consummate hunter, an artist, an
artisan and craftsman. He would have been the first Tim Taylor
from the Tool Time TV program. There’s an obsession with
tools and manufacturing. He was a man’s man, but also a Re-
naissance man capable of art and musical expression. You can
imagine Adam conveying his love for Eve by giving her jewelry.”

John Morris, an executive at the Institute for Creation Research:

“Adam started out as what God intended man to be. ... Before
the curse, Adam was a superman. Intellectually and in every
sense he was probably vastly superior to us. After the curse, [
suppose he was in our league, but still quite brilliant.”



