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The Image of God

� Hume’s Enquiry

“I shall venture to affirm, as a general proposition, which admits of no ex-
ception, that the knowledge of this relation [between cause and effect] is not,
in any instance, attained by reasonings a priori; but arises entirely from ex-
perience, when we find, that any particular objects are constantly conjoined
with each other. Let an object be presented to a man of ever so strong natural
reason and abilities; if that object be entirely new to him, he will not be able,
by the most accurate examination of its sensible qualities, to discover any
of its causes or effects. A���, though his rational faculties be supposed, at
the very first, entirely perfect, could not have inferred from the fluidity, and
transparency of water that it would suffocate him.”�

� Descartes’s Third Meditation

“themere fact that God createdme is a very strong basis for believing that I am
somehow made in his image and likeness, and that I perceive that likeness,
which includes the idea of God, by the same faculty which enables me to
perceivemyself. That is, when I turnmymind’s eye uponmyself, I understand
that I am a thing which is incomplete and dependent on another and which
aspires without limit to ever greater and better things; but I also understand
at the same time that he on whom I depend has within him all those greater
things, not just indefinitely and potentially but actually and infinitely, and
hence that he is God. The whole force of the argument lies in this: I recognize
that it would be impossible for me to exist with the kind of nature I have
— that is, having within me the idea of God — were it not the case that God
really existed.”�

�
David Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding [����] (Hackett, ����), § IV, p. ��.

�
René Descartes,Meditations on First Philosophy [����] (Cambridge University Press, ����), p.��.
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� Robert South’s sermon on November �, �����

�
Robert South, Twelve sermons preached upon several occasions (London, ����), pp. ��-�.
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� New York Times, October �, ����

As the debate over whether intelligent design should be taught in
schools continues, New Man, a Christian magazine for “men on a
mission,” makes the case for a literal Adam in its September/Octo-
ber issue. The article, “The Search for Adam,” says that while “many
people regard the story of Adam and Eve as a myth,” the scientific
evidence is mounting that Adam existed, and the article quotes various
creationists to support this case.

Fazale Rana, a biochemist and vice president of Reasons to Believe,
a creation science group:

“Adam would have been a consummate hunter, an artist, an
artisan and craftsman. He would have been the first Tim Taylor
from the Tool Time TV program. There’s an obsession with
tools and manufacturing. He was a man’s man, but also a Re-
naissance man capable of art and musical expression. You can
imagine Adam conveying his love for Eve by giving her jewelry.”

John Morris, an executive at the Institute for Creation Research:

“Adam started out as what God intended man to be. … Before
the curse, Adam was a superman. Intellectually and in every
sense he was probably vastly superior to us. After the curse, I
suppose he was in our league, but still quite brilliant.”


