Problems of Philosophy

November 1, 2010

Many miracles
1 The witch of Endor
Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, and buried him …. And
Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the
land. And the Philistines gathered themselves together, and came and pitched in
Shunem … And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his
heart greatly trembled. And when Saul enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered
him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets.
Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit,
that I may go to her, and enquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there
is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at Endor.
And Saul disguised himself, and … came to the woman by night: and he said, I
pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall
name unto thee.… Then said the woman, Whom shall I bring up unto thee? And
he said, Bring me up Samuel. And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a
loud voice … And the king said unto her, Be not afraid: for what sawest thou? And
the woman said unto Saul, I saw gods ascending out of the earth.
And he said unto her, What form is he of ? And she said, An old man cometh up;
and he is covered with a mantle. And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he
stooped with his face to the ground, and bowed himself.
And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And
Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and
God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by
dreams: therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what
I shall do. 1

1 First Book of Samuel, 28:3–25.

Problems of Philosophy

Many miracles

2 Lazarus
Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus … When Jesus heard that, he said,
This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might
be gloriﬁed thereby. … Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the
grave four days already. …
Jesus wept. Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! And some of them
said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that
even this man should not have died? Jesus therefore again groaning in himself
cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.
Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith
unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.
Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou
shouldest see the glory of God? Then they took away the stone from the place
where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank
thee that thou hast heard me.
And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand
by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. And when he thus had
spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that was dead
came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about
with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.
Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus
did, believed on him. 2

3 The Resurrection
And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James,
and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him. And
very early in the morning the ﬁrst day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at
the rising of the sun. And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the

2 John, 11:1–12:2.
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stone from the door of the sepulchre? And when they looked, they saw that the
stone was rolled away: for it was very great.
And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side,
clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. And he saith unto them,
Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was cruciﬁed: he is risen; he is
not here: behold the place where they laid him. But go your way, tell his disciples
and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said
unto you. And they went out quickly, and ﬂed from the sepulchre; for they trembled
and were amazed: neither said they any thing to any man; for they were afraid.
Now when Jesus was risen early the ﬁrst day of the week, he appeared ﬁrst to
Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils. And she went and told
them that had been with him, as they mourned and wept.
And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had been seen of her,
believed not. After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they
walked, and went into the country. And they went and told it unto the residue:
neither believed they them.
Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them
with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which
had seen him after he was risen.
And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned.
And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and
they shall recover.
So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven,
and sat on the right hand of God. And they went forth, and preached every where,
the Lord working with them, and conﬁrming the word with signs following. Amen. 3

3 Mark, 16:1–20.

3

Problems of Philosophy

Many miracles

4 Reverend John Welch [1590s]
Quite apart from his many prophecies, which ‘made the people begin to think Mr
Welch was an oracle’, that he ‘walked with God, and kept close with him’, Welch
won renown for raising the dead. He was living in France when a young Scottish
gentleman fell ill and died in his house, at least ‘to the apprehension and sense of
all spectators’. … [After three days, the man’s friends] called doctors who ‘pinched
him with pincers in the ﬂeshy parts of his body and twisted a bow-string about
his head with great force’. No signs of life being forthcoming, ‘the physicians
pronounced him stark dead’, but Welch ‘fell down before the pallet and cried to
the Lord with all his might for the last time … till at length the dead youth opened
his eyes and cried out to Mr Welch ….
To one ‘popish young gentleman’ who made fun of his godly discourse at a
dinner party in Edinburgh castle, Welch announced, ‘observe the work of the Lord
upon that profane mocker’ and ‘immediately [he] sank down and died beneath the
table, but never returned to life again, to the great astonishment of the company’. 4

5 Reverend Pat Robertson [1960s]
… that Saturday morning, as I stood before the Tidewater Chapter of the Full Gospel
Businessman’s Fellowship … I raised my hand toward the massive hurricane out in
the Atlantic … I followed the example of Jesus and spoke to the storm: “In the name
of Jesus, I forbid you to come into Tidewater.” … For the next twenty-four hours,
the monstrous hurricane rotated slowly out in the ocean and then … slowly obeyed
and reversed course and began a journey southward. … We were safe, and the
television station was not touched. The same Jesus who stilled the deadly storm in
the Sea of Galilee turned the deadly hurricane away from our shores. Many scoffers
laugh at my assertion of what happned, but scoff as they will, they cannot deny
the meeting, the prayer, and the permanent record of the storm’s track and its
remarkable course reversal! 5
4 Mary Todd, The Culture of Protestantism in Early Modern Scotland (Yale University Press, 2002), p. 397.
5 Pat Robertson, Miracles Can be Yours Today (Integrity Publishers, Nashville, TN, 2006, pp. 46–7.
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