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Paternalism
1 G. Dworkin’s deﬁnition
“Paternalism is the interference of a state or an individual with another person,
against their will, and defended or motivated by a claim that the person interfered
with will be better off or protected from harm.”(Gerald Dworkin, “Paternalism”,
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy.1)

2 John Stuart Mill
“…the only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over any member of
a civilized community, against his will, is to prevent harm to others. His own good,
either physical or moral, is not a sufﬁcient warrant. He cannot rightfully be compelled
to do or forbear because it will be better for him to do so, because it will make him
happier, because, in the opinions of others, to do so would be wise, or even right. These
are good reasons for remonstrating with him, or reasoning with him, or persuading
him, or entreating him, but not for compelling him, or visiting him with any evil
in case he do otherwise. To justify that, the conduct from which it is desired to
deter him, must be calculated to produce evil to some one else. The only part of the
conduct of any one, for which he is amenable to society, is that which concerns others.
In the part which merely concerns himself, his independence is, of right, absolute. Over
himself, over his own body and mind, the individual is sovereign.” (On Liberty, ch. I)
“… it is a proper ofﬁce of public authority to guard against accidents. If either a
public ofﬁcer or any one else saw a person attempting to cross a bridge which had
been ascertained to be unsafe, and there were no time to warn him of his danger,
they might seize him and turn him back, without any real infringement of his liberty;
for liberty consists in doing what one desires, and he does not desire to fall into
the river. Nevertheless, when there is not a certainty, but only a danger of mischief,
no one but the person himself can judge of the sufﬁciency of the motive which
1 http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/paternalism/
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may prompt him to incur the risk: in this case, therefore, (unless he is a child, or
delirious, or in some state of excitement or absorption incompatible with the full
use of the reﬂecting faculty) he ought, I conceive, to be only warned of the danger;
not forcibly prevented from exposing himself to it.” (On Liberty, ch. V)
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