
I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  E T H I C S  

W H A T  D O E S  M O R A L I T Y  R E Q U I R E ?  

H O W  M O R A L  A R G U M E N T  W O R K S  

CA SES : F AM I NE  A ND R ESC UE.  Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality.” Th, 30 Mar 

HOW  SH OUL D W E  FO R MUL A TE  TH E  P R IN CI PL E?  Singer, “Famine, 
Affluence, and Morality.” 

Tu, 4 April 

WH AT  AR E WE  R ES PON SI BL E FO R?  Cohen, “Who is Starving Whom?” 
pp. 72-81. 

Th, 6 April 

C O N S E Q U E N T I A L I S T  M O R A L  T H E O R Y :  U T I L I T A R I A N I S M  

BEN T H AM ’S  U T IL I TA R IA NI SM. Bentham, Principles of Morals and 
Legislation. 

Tu, 11 April 

MI LL ’S  U TI L TI A RI AN IS M:  VAL UE  A ND PS YC HOLO G Y.  Mill, 
Utilitarianism, Ch. 1-2, esp. Ch. 2 ¶1-10. 

Th, 13 April 

MI LL ’S  U TI L TI A RI AN IS M:  MO TI VA T ION  A N D MO R AL I TY . Mill, 
Utilitarianism, Ch. 3-5. 

Tu, 18 April 

UT IL T I AR I AN IS M AND  COM MO N S ENS E  MO RA LI T Y.  Mill, 
Utilitarianism, Ch. 5. 

Th, 20 April 

D E O N T O L O G I C A L  M O R A L  T H E O R Y :  T H E  R I G H T  T O  L I F E  

WH AT  DO ES  T H E R IG H T TO  L I FE  IN VO L VE?  Thomson, “A Defense of 
Abortion.” 

Tu, 25 April 

IS  T HO MSON ’S  AN ALO GY  A GOO D O NE? Thomson, “A Defense of 
Abortion.” 

Th, 27 April 

COND I T IONS  O N HA VI N G T HE  R I G HT  TO L I FE. Mary Anne Warren, 
“On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion” “Postscript”. 

Tu, 2 May 

W H A T  S T A T U S  D O  M O R A L  B E L I E F S  H A V E ?  

S U B J E C T I V I S T  C H A L L E N G E S  T O  M O R A L I T Y  

WHY  TH I NK  M OR AL I TY  I S  S UB JE C TI VE?  MO RA L AND  S C IE NT I FI C  
OBSE R VA TON . Harman, The Nature of Morality, pp. 3-10. 

Th, 4 May 
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IS  SU BJE C T I VI SM  TH RE A T EN IN G?  Shafer-Landau, Whatever Happened to 
Good and Evil? pp. 57-61; Plato, Euthyphro, 6e-11b; Williams, Morality, pp. 
3-19. 

Tu, 9 May 

M O R A L  R E L A T I V I S M  

MOR AL  REL A T I VISM. American Anthropological Association, “Statement 
on Human Rights”; Williams, Morality, pp. 20-25. 

Th, 11 May 

RE LA T I VISM  AND  T OL ER AN C E.  Waldron, “How to Argue for a Universal 
Claim”; Williams, “Human Rights and Relativism”. 

Tu, 16 May 

D E F U S I N G  S U B J E C T I V I S M  

MOR AL I TY  AND  S CI EN C E.  Williams, Morality, pp. 26-37. Th, 18 May 

TH E  M ID -A IR  P OSI T IO N.  Williams, Morality, pp. 33-37. Tu, 23 May 

OBJ EC T I VIS T AC CO UN T  OF  D IS A GR EE M EN T.  Shafer-Landau, Whatever 
Happened to Good and Evil? pp. 67-74. 

Th, 25 May 

RE VI EW. What will be on the exam and how to take it. Tu, 30 May 

M A T E R I A L S  
The Mill and Williams books may be purchased at the Seminary Co-op Bookstore; the other 
readings are in a xeroxed packet that may be purchased from the Humanities Copy office in 
Walker 003. All readings are on reserve in the Regenstein Library. 

Comments on lectures and announcements will be posted on the web at this address: 
http://humanities.uchicago.edu/faculty/mgreen/IntroEthics06/ 

My office is 210 Stuart. Office hours are Thursdays 2:00 – 4:00. Phone: 702-8503. 

A S S I G N M E N T S  
There will be three assignments: two five page papers, due on Monday, 24 April and 
Monday, 22 May, and a final exam on Tuesday, 6 June (10:30 - 12:30).  Seniors usually have to 
make arrangements to take the exam early. 

Please take note of the following policies. (1) All assignments must be completed in order 
to pass the course. (2) Late papers will be accepted without question but penalized at the 
rate of one-eighth of a grade a day, with exceptions in extremely unusual circumstances. (3) 
Plagiarism, presenting someone else’s work as your own, will result in failure in this course 
and will be reported to the relevant academic authorities. If you are unsure about exactly 
what counts as plagiarism, please ask. 
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