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Induction and reasons for belief

It is an analytic proposition that it is reasonable to have a degree of belief
in a statement which is proportional to the strength of the evidence in its
favor; and it is an analytic proposition, though not a proposition of mathe-
matics, that, other things being equal, the evidence for a generalization is
strong in proportion as the number of favorable instances, and the variety of
circumstances in which they have been found, is great. So to ask whether it is
reasonable to place reliance on inductive procedures is like asking whether it
is reasonable to proportion the degree of one’s convictions to the strength of
the evidence. Doing this is what ‘being reasonable’means in such a context.�
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