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Hume and the Image of God

Malebranche’s occasionalism

“... no body, large or small, has the power to move itself. ... But when we examine
our idea of all finite minds, we do not see any necessary connection between their
will and the motion of any body whatsoever. ... there is absolutely no mind created
that can move a body as a true or principal cause, just as it has been said that no
body could move itself.

But when one thinks about the idea of God, i.e., of an infinitely perfect and con-
sequently all-powerful being, one knows there is such a connection between His
will and the motion of all bodies, that it is impossible to conceive that He wills a
body to be moved and that this body not be moved. ... The motor force of bodies
is therefore not in the bodies that are moved, for this motor force is nothing other
than the will of God. Thus, bodies have no action; and when a ball that is moved
collides with and moves another, it communicates to it nothing of its own, for it
does not itself have the force it communicates to it. Nevertheless, a ball is the
natural cause of the motion it communicates. A natural cause is therefore not a
real and true but only an occasional cause, which determines the Author of nature
to act in such and such a manner in such and such a situation.

... All natural forces are therefore nothing but the will of God, which is always
efficacious. ... He moves all things, and thus produces all effects that we see
happening, because He also willed certain laws according to which motion is
communicated upon the collision of bodies; and because these laws are efficacious,
they act, whereas bodies cannot act. There are therefore no forces, powers, or true
causes in the material, sensible world ... .

" Nicolas Malebranche, The Search After Truth [1712] Translated and Edited by Thomas M. Lennon and Paul
J. Olscamp (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997), 448-49.
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Rev. South and the image of God>

64  Man was Created

we were taiught without the help of a.

‘Teacher.
Now it was Adam's happinefs in the

ftate of innocence to have thefe clear and”

unfullied. He came into the World a Phi-
lofopher, which fufficiently appeared by
his writing the Nature of things upon
their Names: he could view Effences in
themfelves, and read Forms without the
comment of their refpective Properties :
he could fee Confequents yet dormant in
their principles, and effe&ts yet unborn
and in the Womb of their Caufes: his un-
derftanding could almoft pierce into fu-

ture contingents; his conjectures impro-

ving even to Prophecy, or the certainties
of Prediction ; till his fall it was ignorant
of nothing but of Sin ; or at leaft it refted
in the notion without the fmarst of the
Experiment.  Could any difficulty have
been propofed, the refolution would have
been as carly as the propofal ; it could not
have had time to fettle into Doubt. Like
a better Archimedes, the iffue of all his En-

~ quiries

66 Manwas, Created

up in the obfcurities of a Cortage, to fan-
fic in his mind the unfeen fplendours of 2
Court. .. But by. rating Pofitives by their
Privatiyes, and gther Arts of Reafon, by’
which difcourfe fupplies the want of the
Repores of fenfe, we may collect the Ex-
celleicy, of the Underftanding then, by
the glorious remajpders of it now; and
guefs at the fatelingls of the building, by
the Jmagnificencg, pfits ruigs. - All thdfq
arts, raricies, and inventions, -which vul.
gar mipds gaze at,. the ingenious Purﬁ_ze,
and all admire, .aye but che i*eliques .of
an Intellect defaced with Sin and Time.,

We admire it now, only as Antiquaries

do piece of old Coin, for the Stamp it

once bore, and not for thofe vanifhing 1i.

neaments, .and difappearing draughts ,

that remain upon it at prefent. =~ And cer-

tainly, that muft .needs have been very

glorious, the decayes of which are foad-

mirable. He that is comely, when old and

decrepit, furely was very beautifull, when

he was young.. . An driftotle was but the

. " rubbifh

Hume and the Image of God

in God's Image. 65

niries was an Wente, an weme, the off
?pring’ of his Brain without the fweat of his
Brow. Study was not then a Duty, night-
watchings were needlefs; the lighe of
Reafon wanted not the affiftance of 2 Can:
dl¢. ‘This is the doom of fallen marni to
labour in the fire, to feek truth in profunda,
to cxhauft his time and impair his healch,
and perhaps to fpin out his days, and
himfe]f into one pitifull , controverted
Coriclufion. There was then no poring;
no ftruggling with memory, no ﬁmining

for Invention. His faculties were quick an

expedite; they anfwered without knock-
ing, they were ready upon the fitft fum-
mons, there was freedom, and firmnefs in
all their Operations. I confefs *tis difficule
for ys who dat¢ our ignorarice from our
firft Being, and were ftill bred up with
the {ame infirmities about us, with which
we were born, to raife our thoughts, and
imagination to thofe intelletual perfecti-
oris that actended our Narute in the tifme
of Inftocerice; as itis for a Peéafarnit bred
F up

in God’s Image. 67

rubbifh of an Adam, and dthens but the ru-
diments. of Paradife. v .
2. The Imageof God was no lefs re-
fplendent .in that, which we call man’s:
Practical Underftanding; namely., that
ftore-houfe of the Soul, in which are
treafured up the rules of :Action, , and the
{eeds of Morality. Where, we muft ob.
ferve, that many, whodeny all Connate
Notions in the Speculative Intelleét,do yet
admit them in this. Now of :this fort
are thefe, Maxims, That God is to: be wor-
Jhipped..  “That Parents. are to be honoured.
That a may's word is to be kept, and.the
like 5 which, being of univerfal influence;
as to the regulation of  the behaviour, and
converfe of mankind, are the ground of
all vertue, and civility, and the founda-
tion of Religion,
It -was .the Privilege of Adam Inno:
cent, to have thefe Notions alfo firm and
untainted,; to carry his Monitor inhis.bo-
fom, his Liaw in_his heart, and to have
fuich a Gonfcience, as might be its own
F 2 Cafu-

2 Robert South, Twelve sermons preached upon several occasions (London, 1692), pp. 64-7.
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The image of God doctrine in our own time
From New York Times October 2, 2005.

As the debate over whether intelligent design should be taught in schools
continues, New Man, a Christian magazine for “men on a mission,” makes
the case for a literal Adam in its September/October issue. The article, “The
Search for Adam,” says that while “many people regard the story of Adam
and Eve as a myth,” the scientific evidence is mounting that Adam existed,
and the article quotes various creationists to support this case.

Fazale Rana, a biochemist and vice president of Reasons to Believe, a
creation science group:

“Adam would have been a consummate hunter, an artist, an artisan
and craftsman. He would have been the first Tim Taylor from the
Tool Time TV program. There’s an obsession with tools and manu-
facturing. He was a man’s man, but also a Renaissance man capable
of art and musical expression. You can imagine Adam conveying his
love for Eve by giving her jewelry.”

John Morris, an executive at the Institute for Creation Research:

“Adam started out as what God intended man to be. ... Before the
curse, Adam was a superman. Intellectually and in every sense he
was probably vastly superior to us. After the curse, I suppose he was
in our league, but still quite brilliant.”






